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These immigration programs would 

take millions of people out of the shad-
ows and allow them to work and pay 
taxes. 

Today also happens to be the third 
anniversary of the Senate passing a bi-
partisan bill to fix our Nation’s immi-
gration system by a heavy vote of 68 to 
32. It was bipartisan in nature. 

Three years ago, after the bill passed 
in the Senate, Republicans used their 
obstructionist ways to prevent a vote 
in the House of Representatives. 
Today, those same Republicans are ob-
structing a ninth Supreme Court Jus-
tice in order to kill the President’s Ex-
ecutive actions on immigration. 

Latino and immigrant families 
across this Nation are watching who 
stands with them and who stands 
against them. It is very easy to see. It 
is appalling Republicans are willing to 
prevent the Court from doing its job as 
they wait for a Donald Trump-ap-
pointed nominee. That is startling. 

Just yesterday, the Republican lead-
er refused to say if he thinks Donald 
Trump is qualified to be President. His 
silence speaks volumes. 

Republicans continue to block our 
justice system from functioning so this 
unqualified bigot can reshape the Su-
preme Court in his image. 

It is time for Republicans to stop fo-
menting partisanship and gridlock, 
even in the Nation’s highest Court. 
America deserves a fully functioning 
Supreme Court. 

f 

MINERS PROTECTION ACT AND 
FLOODING IN WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. REID. Madam President, just 
last month, we marked the 70th anni-
versary of President Truman’s historic 
promise to mine workers. President 
Truman promised lifetime health and 
pension benefits to coal miners in ex-
change for their continuing the back- 
breaking work which built our Nation, 
but today tens of thousands of miners 
and widows are in imminent danger of 
losing not part of their health benefits 
but all of them—100 percent of them. 
Their modest pension benefits are also 
at serious risk. A promise that has 
been kept for 70 years is about to be 
violated, broken. We shouldn’t let that 
happen. 

There is a bipartisan solution that 
would avert this crisis. Senator 
MANCHIN wants the Senate to vote on 
his Miners Protection Act, and so do I. 

If it is up to Senator MCCONNELL, we 
are not going to be given a chance to 
vote before the recess, despite the grav-
ity of the situation. 

Just 2 weeks ago, more than 3,000 
miners and their supporters rallied in 
Lexington, KY, urging congressional 
action. The Senate should vote on the 
Miners Protection Act before we recess 
for the political conventions that will 
be held this summer. 

A promise made by President Tru-
man is a promise we should keep be-
cause a promise made should be a 
promise kept. 

Madam President, as we work to help 
these families, we should not forget the 
many West Virginians who are fighting 
the devastating flooding that has rav-
aged that State. Twenty-five have died. 
Our hearts go out to the victims and 
the families of those affected by the 
devastation. 

I have spoken several times to the 
senior Senator from West Virginia. It 
is hard to comprehend, in that sparsely 
populated State, that a storm can take 
25 people—men, women, and children— 
and still there are people unaccounted 
for. 

On behalf of the whole Senate, I ex-
press the care and feeling we have for 
West Virginia. I want to be available to 
do everything I can to help the people 
of West Virginia. Senator MANCHIN is a 
great advocate, and we will listen 
closely to follow his direction and 
guidance. 

We also thank the many brave police 
officers, firefighters, EMTs, and mem-
bers of the National Guard who worked 
hard to prevent further loss of life. 
Many more people came close to dying. 
We have seen it all on television. We 
have read the stories. It is very fright-
ening that something like that could 
happen. 

I was told by Senator MANCHIN this is 
a 1,000-year storm—not a 100-year 
storm but a 1,000-year storm. Nothing 
like this has never happened before—9 
inches of rain in just a matter of hours. 
It is devastating for the people of West 
Virginia but also for our country. 

Will the Chair please announce the 
business of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 5 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from West Virginia. 

f 

FLOODING IN WEST VIRGINIA AND 
MINERS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, 
first, I thank Senator REID and all of 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
for the compassion and the outpouring 
of love they have given to our State. 
They have expressed that to me. I also 
thank Senator REID and my Demo-
cratic colleagues for their commitment 
to the Miners Protection Act. I also 
thank Senator CAPITO, my colleague 
and counterpart in the Senate. She is 
committed to working on that. 

There is a promise that was made, 
and basically the miners kept their 
promise. By their hard work, they have 
kept the country supplied with energy 
that has been needed. These are mostly 

the widows who are depending on these 
pensions—they are modest pensions— 
but basically it is their health care. 
They will get a 90-day notice July 15 if 
we do nothing, and we cannot do that. 
We cannot do that to any part of this 
great country and especially those who 
have worked so hard and given so 
much. 

I thank him for that commitment. I 
hope my colleagues, all of my col-
leagues, my Republican and Demo-
cratic colleagues, will help me keep 
this commitment and this promise to 
our miners. 

Madam President, I wish to tell you 
a little bit about what is going on in 
my State of West Virginia. I came back 
last night. 

I was driving home Thursday night, 
and I got caught in Virginia driving on 
I–81. This deluge of water started. 
Rains I have never seen before started 
while I was on I–81. After getting into 
Lexington, VA, I cross over to I–64 to 
come in. Then from I–64 I go through 
Clifton Forge and Covington. I have 
traveled quite a bit that way, and I 
have never seen water like this. 

The river started coming across the 
road. We were able to get through that. 
I was asked what my first impression 
was coming into West Virginia. I was 
driving, and we came into West Vir-
ginia on the Greenbrier County side 
and White Sulfur Springs. The beau-
tiful Greenbrier is there as soon as you 
come into our State. 

The exit where you get off where you 
go to the Greenbrier and go into White 
Sulfur Springs, I looked down, and it 
was totally under water—all those 
stores where I used to stop, see people, 
and the little filling stations, but the 
eeriest thing I ever saw in my life was 
all these cars were under water and 
their lights were on. So you know if 
their lights were on, someone was driv-
ing. For the water to come up that 
quickly that you couldn’t even turn 
your car off, you just jumped out or 
tried to swim out or tried to get out 
the best you could, that totally gives 
you an idea of how fast this river rose. 
No one has ever seen anything like it. 
Then I saw a trailer, a person’s home, 
floating down the road, the middle of 
the road. I am thinking, ‘‘What hap-
pened?’’ 

Then I drove and got into Charleston, 
and as Senator REID said, 9 inches. We 
had up to 10 inches of rain in some 
parts, 9 inches to 10 inches in this area 
of southeastern West Virginia that 
really got hit. All of the counties got 
hit pretty good, but a few of them real-
ly got inundated. 

If you can imagine 9 inches to 10 
inches of rain happening within a 2- 
hour to 6-hour period, that would be al-
most like turning on all the hoses you 
have in your house, put them in the 
house, turn them on full force, and let 
them run for that period of time and 
see what happens. It is just unbeliev-
able. 

Of the things we saw, first, people 
didn’t have insurance because they 
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